
10/26/2025 

Westgrove PACK Public meeting 3pm @ Mt. Vernon RecCenter. 

Meeting called to order at 3:07pm by Jennifer French.  Board members in attendance: Jeff 
Pandin, Shawn Bloom, Steve Zielenski, Jennifer French, Ryan Anthony, William Voss, Leeann 
Williams, & Rich Abelson.  Pei Wang and Liz Yap gave their regards for missing the meeting.  

Steve Zielenski introduced the PACK Boards member in Attendance and mentioned board 
members that were unable to attend: Steve, Jeff, Jennifer, Ryan, Shawn, Rich, Bill, Pei (Not in 
attendance), Leanne (retiring today), Liz Pei (Not in attendance). 

Year in review (Steve) - 

●​ The water abatement project in the North end of the park happened in Spring 2025.  
FCPA completed the project in March. This project was PACK funded.   

●​ The County installed ADA benches in March 2025 on the North end of the park. 
●​ Small dog park hours were Introduced early in Spring of 2025.  The small dog park 

started with two days a week, if interest grows more days and times could be added.   
●​ The county replaced the picnic tables in May 2025 in preparation for summer and Hot 

dog Friday events. 
●​ The PACK and the FCPA updated the MOU for another 3 years. The MOU has two new 

provisions pertaining to a Turf Management Plan (designed to try to introduce a new 
variety of grass that lasts year round) and an Engineered Wood Fiber upkeep / 
maintenance plan for the North End (ADA Improvements). 

●​ The PACK had10 Hot Dog Friday’s events from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  Of the 10 
dates 6 were sponsored by businesses. The board will discuss and seek input on how to 
best refine this event for 2026 (e.g., “fundraiser” or “community outreach”). 

●​ Memorial Dog Cards were introduced in late summer and a new program was started to 
donate Adirondack chairs to the park. Both are available to order on website. 

●​ In September a new dog waste bag sponsor has stepped forward in September. With 
much gratitude to Raquel Gutierrez (RaquelRealTour.com). 

●​ Planning for ADA project for the North End has been started with the County. ADA 
human / dog fountain was deemed cost prohibitive ($28,000+). 

●​ Communications from the PACK are now coming on a regular basis through email or 
internet post (Facebook and Instagram). 

Financials (Jeff): As of 10/30/25 

·         Burke & Herbert Checking = $22,572.64 

·         PayPal = $8,937.42 

·         Venmo = $2,640.56 

https://us9.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.raquelrealtour.com%2F%3Futm_source%3Dchatgpt.com&xid=16d86c9124&uid=32587106&iid=dc1fb874b3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1758926939&h=2e0aa147e4454776bdcefecca0683314370d1ba8f35e3206e5b7f87c017b196e


·         Held in Trust: $1603.50 

·         Total= $35,754.12 

 

New for this 2025 financial: 

●​ Landscaper is now paid quarterly, poop bags to purchase as needed using the sponsors 
given money. 

Operations (Shawn): 

●​ The turf in the park is a weed, but proven over the last 10 years to stand up to dog 
waste, heat and lack of water. The county would like to explore a pilot test in a small 
area using different grasses to see how they hold up through the year. The Pack and 
FCPA are formulating plans on types of grass to try. 

●​ The Pack is planning to shut down the water in the south end on Sunday. 
●​ “Free Trees” 2026 Program – The Grant program from the county for trees will restart 

in the Spring of 2026 The PACK will submit our application again at that time for 15 trees 
to bring shade to the park.  

●​ 2026/2027 Turf Experiments: The pack is waiting on the County for guidance. Type and 
locations are TBD. The PACK will notify users as to the goals, timing and outcomes of 
the experiments.  

Board Elections: 

●​ A motion from the floor that all board positions are voted on all at once. (Motion 
Approved) 

●​ All five positions were voted on, all PACK members in attendance voted YES on Electing 
the following: Rich Ableson as Vice Chair, reelecting Shawn Bloom as Director of 
Operations, reelecting Ryan Anthony as Member at Large, electing Bill Voss as member 
at large, and electing Pei Wang as member at large. 

Member vote on ADA project: 

●​ A vote to approve the funding from the PACK for the ADA project was held, All members 
in attendance voted yes to approve the funding of up to $9,000 for the installation of 
ADA Engineered Wood Fiber and Picnic Tables in the North end.  

Open question: 

●​ Human Water fountain – In the proposal from the county a cost for a new human water 
fountain was given. It was determined the cost was out of the PACK's current budget 
($28K+) and those funds may be more appropriate for a shade shelter or a more 



affordable watering option.  The PACK will investigate applying for a grant in 2026/ 2027 
(up to $20K).  

●​ Shelter added to ADA project – The county is getting quotes and will present them to 
the Pack board when pricing comes back. 

                                            ​  

Shawn and several other members voted to adjourn the meeting at 4:04 pm 

  

 


